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prisoned for up to three months
bv order of two justices if they
consider his failure to pay was due
to wilful refusal or culpable neglect,
A rating authority may reduce or
remit the payment of any rate on
the ground of the poverty of the
person liable. A discount up to
2i p.c. may be allowed for prompt
pcayment. In London the system
of rating differs in some respects.

Ratek on RATACK. Chain of 13
coral atolls in the Pacific Ocean.
With the parallel chain of the 11
Ralek or Ralik atolls, it forms the
Marshall Islands. Ratek is the E.
or sunrise chain, and Ralek the W.
or sunset one. See Marshall Islands.

Ratel (Mdlivora). Genus of car-
nivorous mammals, related to the
badger, and found in India and S.
Africa. Contrary to the usual rule
of coloration, their upper parts are
light grey and the under ones black.
They have stout bodies and short

Ratel.   Example of the burrowing
carnivore, allied to the badger

legs and tail. They live in burrows,
and feed by night upon small birds
and mammals, and honey.

Rath. Irish fortified enclosure
surrounded by an earth bank and
ditch, generally circular. The
majority are small, enclosing farm-
houses * and outbuildings, beside
which a souterrain or underground
refuge is commonly found. Some
are large enough to hold the
dwellings of a chieftain and his
household. Raths are very numer-
ous and most of them date from
A.D. 500-1100. The word is pre-
served in many place-names.

Rath OR *RATHA. Hindustani
name of several deserted mono-
lithic temples at Mahabalipuram,
30 m. S. of Madras, India. Carved
out of granite boulders, presum-
ably in the 7th century, A.D., they
represent in miniature the Budd-
hist architecture of theix time.

Rathbone, BASIL (b. 1892).
British actor. Born at Johannes-
burg, June 13, 1892, he was
educated at Repton, and made
his first stage appearance in
Benson's company at Ipswich,
1911. He toured the provinces
and the U.S.A. in Shakespeare,
and, after serving in the First Great
War, established a reputation in
a revival of Peter Ibbetson, 1920,
and as la^o jn Othello. Other

Eleanor Rathbone,
British politician

London successes were in East of
Suez, and R.U.R. On the Ameri-
can stage Rathbone appeared
with Ethel Barrymore in Heat
Wave, 1931, and played Romeo to
the Juliet of Katherine Cornell,
1934. He entered films in America
in 1925, and was outstanding as
Murdstone in David Copperfield,
as Karenin in Anna Karenina, and
as Sherlock Holmes in a long series
of films.

Rathbone, ELEANOR (1873-
1946). British politician. Daugh-
ter of William Rathbone (who
helped to found
Liverpool uni-
versity), she
was born in
Liverpool and
educated at
Kensington
high school and
Somerville Col-
lege, Oxford.
She helped to
start the dept.
of social science at Liverpool uni-
versity, and was the first woman
member of that city council and
first woman J.P. in Lanes. A
worker in the cause of woman
suffrage, in 1929 she became
Independent M..P. for the English
universities; she was returned
unopposed in 1935 and elected
again in 1945. Family allowances
were a strong point in her political
programme; she published The
Disinherited Family, 1924,, and
The Case for Family Allowances,
1940. She died Jan. 2, 1946.

Rathenau,  EMIL  (1838-1915).
German capitalist.   Born of Jewish

rentage in Berlin, Dec. 11, 1838,
was trained as an engineer at
Hanover, Zurich, and with an
English firm. In Berlin he started
a foundry of his own. This was
not a success but after years of
wandering over the world, Rathe-
nau in 1S81 took up Edison's
incandescent lamp invention, and
formed a company to work it in
Germany; soon he did the same
for the telephone, and in 1887 his
firm became the General Electric
Co. Rathenau supplied Berlin
with electric light and various
towns with tramways, himself
being engineer, merchant, manu-
facturer, and banker. He died
June 20, 1915. Pron. Rah-ten-ow.
Rathenau, WALTHER (1867-
1922). German politician, son of
the above Emll Rathenau, whom
he succeeded as president of the
General Electric Co. In the First
Great War he was in charge of
supplies of raw material. In 1921
he was minister of reconstruction
and tried to persuade the Allies to

undertake the economic rebuilding
of Russia. The treaty of Rapallo
(q-v.), 1922, was partly his work
while foreign minister." On June
25, just as a more tractable mood
was appearing in German policy,
he was assassinated.
Rathenow. Town of K. Ger-
many, in Brandenburg. It is on the
river Havel, 43 m. W. by X. of
Berlin, and has possessed urban
rights from I'295. It has a church,
now Protestant, dating back to the
13th century ; and a statue of the
Great Elector, who here defeated
the Swedes in 1675. One of the
centres of the German optical in-
dustry, it has also engineering
works. Captured by the Russians',
April 27, 1945, it "lay after tit*?
Second Great War in their zone of
occupation. Pop. (est.) 45,000.
Rathfarnham. Suburb of
Dublin, Irish Republic, forming
two wards of the co. bor. The chief
industries are paper making; and
corn milling. There Is a 16th-
century castle. Pop. (1956) S,813.
RathlinQRR&GEERY, Island of
N. Ireland, Off the X. coast of
Antrim, it is 5 m. X. of Ballycastle.
It consists of a strip of land about
4 m. from W. to E. and a shorter
one running S. from the E. end ;
has a breadth of 1J m.; and reaches
an alt. of 448 ft. S. Columba
founded a church here in the 6th
century, and Robert Bruce found
refuge on the island in 1306; the
remains of Bruce's Castle occupy a
position in the X.E.
Rathmines. Southern suburb
of Dublin, Irish Republic. It forms
two wards of the co. bor., and occu-
pies in part the site of the Bloody
Fields, scene of the massacres of
English colonists on Easter Mon-
day, 1209. Here on Aug. 2, 1649,
Cromwell's commander Michael
Jones defeated Ormonde. Lime-
stone is quarried. Pop. (1956)
Rathmines West ward, 21,375;
Rathmines East ward, 16,331.
Ratibor (Pol. Raciborz). Town
of Upper Silesia, SS m. S.E.
of Breslau (Wroclaw), on both
banks of tiie Oder. There are a
former ducal palace, the R.C.
church of S. Mary (15th century),
and a column to the Virgin (1723).
A rly. junction and shipping centre,
Ratihor had law courts, theatre,
libraries, museum, and industries
in electrical engineering, ship-
building, hat making, and^ food
production. It was the capital of
a small principality of the same
name from 1282 to 1532 ; fell to
Prussia in 1742; and was subse-
quently held as a fief by several
dispossessed smaller dynasties